An Open Letter and Invitation to Attend Your Local Citizens’ Assembly

Dear Fellow Citizens:

Our nation is on the verge of being dramatically and irrevocably transformed into precisely what our constitutional designers valiantly fought to protect us from – a people subservient to the State. From my conversations many of you see this clearly, however, some citizens’ busy schedules and daily interests prevent them from assessing proposals, actions and perspectives of our congressional and executive leaders. If you fall into this category, I understand… you have your own lives to live, families to feed, jobs and businesses to attend, commitments to meet.

Regardless of our schedules and interests, however, the time arrives to pay greater attention to and take quantifiable action against the attempted confiscation of our critical business markets, your personal liberties and private property, and our national sovereignty. I implore you to recognize and understand the rise of Statism within Washington’s various spending, regulatory, health, and “stimulus” bills. I urge you to pay attention to our United States government’s consistent personal attacks on fellow citizens. I beseech you to consider the inescapable results of printing, borrowing and spending trillions of dollars on programs specifically designed to socially fragment and realign our people. I challenge you to understand why current legislative actions will explode your personal taxes, crush the US dollar, smother personal independence, devastate your healthcare quality, and dramatically increase energy, food and product costs while simultaneously redistributing our country’s wealth to other nations.

Through the course of our daily lives, we tend to forget or fail to take time to consider primary principles that distinguish our nation as unique:

1) The United States Constitution specifically protects our liberties as individuals. The entire purpose of the document is to deter the government from dictating to you… not the other way around. Stated alternatively, our founders sought to severely limit and restrict government in an effort to protect the rights of the individual from mob rule, tyranny, centralization, and authoritarianism.

2) Our nation practices individualism and capitalism, not collectivism. You are still free to pursue your own interests, buy what you want, freely work for whomever you choose - or risk your own capital to start your own business. In our capitalist system, inspired individuals endeavor to succeed, frequently rewarding society with new jobs, inventions, medical advancements, industries, and countless financial opportunities.

3) We observe private property rights. What’s yours is yours – not your neighbors’, an anonymous person in some other town, a “public-private” corporate partnership, or a third world nation. Allow me to remind you that your productivity and resulting pay is as much your property as is your house or automobile.

In times of financial struggle people can be coerced into incrementally exchanging their liberties and freedoms for utopian promises of security. Indeed, years ago before any of us were born the first of many rounds of attacks on your own personal liberty began. As one small example, ask yourself a question: Are income taxes an option for you or simply an acceptable reality? Despite the Constitution originally forbidding the direct taxation of citizens, you pay them do you not? This violation of your personal property rights was not made by you but by your predecessors who were promised utopian security or decreased risk at someone else’s expense – yours.

We face similar circumstances, but to a degree literally dwarfing any previous efforts by our congressional and executive branches. Making matters worse, while many previous US governments have attempted to lure its citizens into trading liberties for perceived security, they have, by-in-large been proponents of United States sovereignty, supporting our way of life as our society sees fit. Today’s promoters of statism seek to subserviate our nation to the wishes and will of other nations – none of which practices our style of governance or economic principles.

If you are nodding your head in agreement at the content of this letter you face a simple choice… either bury your head in the sand, thereby doing your part to sentence our nation to the shackles of collectivism, or you can follow the example of previous generations and take action to protect our exceptional way of life. If you disagree with my premise then I must assume that you haven’t taken the time to read the thousands of pages of legislation pending and passed or, perhaps, you are fully aware of endless attempts to collectivize the US and support volunteering your neighbors’ personal liberties and property in exchange for the “common good” - under the threat of force, of course. If you aren’t sure of the content of this letter I suggest you attend any local assembly to learn more. In addition to a very specific plan of action, at this 2 hour meeting discover:

· Why government spending and debt threatens our national economy and each person’s finances

· What type of “sacrifice” your elected leaders have in store for you

· How central banks created undue financial risk and why centralized oversight contributed to the problem. 

· How and why businesses are being targeted and why the government seeks greater short-term job losses.

· Why the executive branch seeks to override local governments, the purpose of Czars, and what “too big to fail” means.

· The stunning impacts of pending healthcare, cap-and-trade, and antitrust legislation.

· Reasons why the government wants to discourage voluntary charitable giving

· Which groups (and they are large) seek to dramatically alter our economic system and what they envision in its place

· What “public-private” partnership means and why governmental leaders eagerly desire centralization

· The relationship between banks, the “Fed,” and the Treasury. 

· Why the elderly are viewed as expendable and how social security recipients will suffer enormously

· How people under 30 will suffer an overwhelming, smothering financial train wreck in the years ahead.

· How the entire middle class’ income, property and wealth is targeted for redistribution by congress, the executive branch, and lobby groups

Can you actually play a direct role in putting a stop to the assaults on our free market, free choice, capitalist, independent way of life? Absolutely, and we will show you how. If there was ever a time for you to take a political stand for your nation, this is definitely it. Time, however, works against each one of us as D.C. politicians know exactly what they are doing. Indeed, much of their strategy derives from previous successful attempts in other nations – and from a movement many of you have never witnessed, but thrives throughout our urban, progressive, and internet communities. 

Finally, I know many of you prefer to avoid political issues altogether for many solid reasons ranging from believing your vote doesn’t count to possessing outright disdain for members of congress. Some consider politics boring or irrelevant while others avoid political discourse in hopes of side-stepping scrutiny or conflict among friends, family and associates. Whatever your reasons, I understand. 

But you must act. You must avoid assuming American values have already evaporated into the ravages of central planning and populism. You, the producers and lovers of freedom, are the actual majority… you just aren’t heard because you faithfully construct your lives, manage your affairs, live responsibly, build businesses, work honest jobs, pay bills, raise children, surrender taxes, attend school. Your silence must end. You, the producers, must rebuff the march towards a federal government hell-bent on curtailing individual liberty – a government anxious for you to answer to it. You, your children and all who follow cannot afford for us to be passive any longer. You must take personal responsibility to defend liberty and remind our representatives of who serves who, even if it’s not convenient for you.

These are not Tea Party style protests… the assemblies focuses on knowledge and plans of action. Please leave protest signs at home and be prepared to learn. You will leave this unforgettable event armed with an easily implemented, peaceful, individual plan of action that, if followed, will yield quantifiable success.

Edward Whittaker

Founder

Citizen Assemblies













